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Planning for Mobile World Congress 2013 - Tips for First-Time Attendees

Don’ttake our word forit —we’ve compiled some advice for the first-time attendee. It includes tips from
others on our social networks (Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Foursquare) andfrom previous attendees to
GSMA Mobile World Congress.

We hopeyou find this information useful, and we wish you much success at the event!

Getting There and Getting Around

* |Ifit'spossible, try to plantime before/after the eventto enjoy the beautiful city of Barcelona-
there are so many amazing galleries and sightsto see.

* Arrive before Sunday eveningto avoid taxi and transportation queues. Arriving early will also
afford you the opportunity toinvestigate the venue and to test the commute.

*  When planningtoattend MWC, don't be late in making your hotel accommodations, as
accommodations book up fast. Book through GSMA supplier BBP (BarcelonaBusiness Pass) to

avoid expensive rates orscams.

* (Catalanis a widelyusedlanguagein Barcelona, but mostlocal people understand Spanish and/or
English.

* FREE TRANSPORTTICKET: Thisyeara free transportation ticket, whichis valid for the fourevent
days (Monday — Thursday), will be distributed when attendees pick up their pass. Transport passes
are valid forunlimited combined journeys using any means of transport within zone 1 (Barcelona
city and Fira Gran Via), including metro, bus, and train.

* Forinformation onhowtoget to the new Fira Gran Viaby Bus, FGC, and METRO click here.

* Ifyou needtotravel outside of Fira Gran Viafor meetings, there are expanded taxi ranks outside of
the main exits, butrememberthese canstill get quite busy at peak times, so give yourself plenty of
time.

* Carry asmall card or piece of paperwith your destinations written in Spanish and Catalan to show
to cab drivers. And take one of your hotels business cards with you, to make returning toyour
hotel even easier.

* While crime rates are generally low in Barcelona, attendees should take steps to ensure their
safety. Take off your pass as soon as you exit the conference centre, and always be aware of
yourselfand yourpersonal belongings. Know wherethe nearest police stationis, aswell the
incidentreportnumber:+34 900 77 2013

Learn more at www.mobileworldcongress.com


http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/hotels/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/transportation/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/security-tips/
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What to Expect at Fira Gran Via

MOST IMPORTANT: In 2013, Mobile World Congress has moved toits new home, FiraGran Viain
the Port Olimpicdistrict of Barcelona. The physical address of Fira Gran Viais: Av.Joan Carles|, 64,
08908 L'Hospitaletde Llobregat, Barcelona. Fira Gran Viais significantly largerthan our previous
location, and because all halls are underone roof, attendees will be unaffected by February’s
changing weather. Watch this video from Fira which shows you more.

The eventcan be quite intense, so plan as much as possible beforehand. Seek out the exhibitors
and industry professionals that are going to be at MWC13 before you fly to Barcelonaand try to
make contact in advance to arrange meetings.

If you are able, pick up your pass fromthe airport collection points or Fira Gran Viabefore the
show officially begins, then you can take the Fast Track on Monday morning! And then each day, to

avoid unnecessary queuing before you enter the venue, always rememberyourbadge and ID.
Openinghours and more information are onthe MWC13 website. This yearas part of the NFC
experience you can also utilise an NFC-enabled badge, and streamlined NFC capabilities.

Planwhatis interesting foryour business and try to arrange meetings before you arrive, but leave
10% of your day for discovering new ideas and trends. To ensure that meeting transitions are as
smooth as possible atthe event, take alook at the interactive maps and Barcelona map and floor
plan carefully before you getthere. Arrive early sothatyou can getyour bearings and confirm
exactly where you are going for each appointmentonyourschedule.

Be proactive. The only way to network and connect with those important business contactsis to
setup meetingsinadvance, and use social networks to find and connect with people and learn
importantinformation and even parties and events around MWC. More than 60 percent of
attendees are C-level executives so take advantage of the opportunities.

Networkingis key! Make sure you have yourelevator pitch down and you’re ready to discuss your
business. You may well have only 30seconds to make an impression so ensure thatyou are able to
hitthose keyfeatures. Engage your listener further by asking them questions about their business,
take an interest. Two ears, one mouth!

My MWC, the event portal forattendees, is usefulfor planning your schedule. It can be found
online orwithin the official GSMA Mobile World Congress mobile app. It has maps, a customisable
schedule, and more.

Don’tforgetto check-in, and unlock our badge on Foursquare forinformation and tips and the
chance to wina pass to GSMA Mobile World Congress 2014.

Learn more at www.mobileworldcongress.com


http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/new-venue/
http://blog.firabcn.es/?lang=en
http://www.mobileindustryreview.com/2012/02/you-can-pick-up-your-mwc-badge-at-barcelona-airport.html
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/onsite-registration/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/nfc-at-mwc/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/nfc-at-mwc/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/venue-maps/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/mymwc/
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* Thereare manytypes of passes for Mobile World Congress, with differentlevels of access and

benefits - make sure you know what access your pass allows.
What’s New for 2013?

The team at the GSMA have been working hard this yearto create a wide range of different experiences at
thisyear’s Mobile World Congress. Here’s just aflavour of some of them:

* The Connected City promisesto provide an opportunity to experience a range of connected
products and services first-hand.

* The NFC Experienceisanintegrated showcase of mobile NFCservices throughoutthe venue and
city of Barcelona. NFCtouch points will be abundant throughoutthe exhibition, rewarding those
who ‘tap’ with instant access to information and variousincentives.

* Initsfourthyear, app developers will enjoy the App Planet sessions, exhibition and ADCs. App
Planetis biggerand betterthanever!

* Mobile marketersand advertisers mayfind mPowered Brands sessions to be an invaluable
resource.

* TheForums Seriesincludes an LTE Forum, Mobile Security and MNO Developer Cloud Forum, with
presentations from leading companiesin the mobile ecosystem

* Trainingcourseswill be delivered by Award Solutions and the Shelly Palmer Learning Series - learn
more about these courses.

* PartnerEventsare a series of co-located events where companies gatherand discuss new
programme initiatives, emerging market trends, product developments orimportant
announcements.

* GSMA Seminars are free and cover many topics and themes, make sure you search the website and

the agendafor yourtopic or area of interest.

Dress for Success

* Ensurethatyoubringa pairof comfortable shoes (ormaybe two!) asthe venue encompasses a
very large area and you are likely to be onyourfeet for most of the day. Ladies, avoid those high
heels! And justin case, carry some band-aids and gel plasters with you to remedy those tired feet.

* Make sure you carry one professional outfit forthe show on the plane with you. If your luggage
endsup inadifferentdestination, you don’t wantto have to show up for that important meeting
ina pairof jeansand a t-shirt. The typical business dress at MWC is business/professional, so keep
thisin mind.

* Ensurethat youbringa comfortable bagto carry all your necessary items. A backpack or rucksack

to can be useful to keep yourhandsfree throughputthe show. Additionally, make sure it locks
securely toavoid any mishaps.

Learn more at www.mobileworldcongress.com


http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/passes-and-prices/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/connected-city/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/nfc-at-mwc/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/app-planet-overview/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/mpoweredbrands-overview/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/forum-series/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/training/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/partner-events/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/agenda/
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Food and Refreshments

* To maintainthelevel of energy needed forintense MWC schedules ensure thatyou eat well and
drink plenty of water.

* Thisyear there are eight networking areas at Fira Gran Via—these are open every day but make
sure to stop by on Monday night for complimentary food, drinks and musical entertainment.

* There are manyfoodoutlets atthe new venue, make sure you map out the locations, and some
restaurants nearby as well. Booking services forrestaurants are availableand highly recommended

for those important meetings.

* Make sure that you have a high-energy breakfast each morning. Also carry some emergency snacks
withyoufor whenyourschedule doesn’t permitasit-down lunch.

* Be preparedtoeatdinnerlate —restaurants will be busy and mostlocals don’t eat until around
22:00.

Essentials— Connectivity, Chargers, etc

* Recharge yourdevicesevery night and carry spare batteries with you. There would be nothing
worse than being mobile-less atthe world’s biggest mobile event! Failing that, carry a spare
battery or battery charger with you. Thisyearthere are two charging stations within Fira Gran Via,
so thisshould helpif you run out of juice completely.

* There will be free public Wi-Ficonnections again this yearin FiraGran Via, hotspots have increased
by over50% since 2012, and network capacity hasincreased by 250% so more people can connect.
In fact, Mobile World Congress 2013 will be one of the world’s largest public Wi-Fi offerings.

* Conversion powerplugsare like gold bars on the show floor. Bring an extraone for your hotel... or
two

* A small bottle of hand sanitiser will keep your hands fresh and ready for those numerous
handshakes.

e Taketwice as many business cards as you think you will need, and/or download an app like Bump
to assist with the task.

Learn more at www.mobileworldcongress.com


http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/networking-gardens/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/onsite-dining/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/restaurant-booking/
http://www.mobileworldcongress.com/faq/
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* Make sure that you have a pen, notepad and camerawith you, and usingan app like Evernote can
help. Take as many notes, contact details as you feel you need, butforlargerchunks of textor
exhibition displays, acameramight be a faster, more detailed recordingtool. Scanin your business
cards as soon as you can so youdon’tlose important notes andinfo.

* Some peoplefindarecordingdevice useful. You can always review yourrecordings when you
retire each nightand extractthe key information and plan for the next day.

* Downloadall theinformation you need priorto the event—apps, tools, and contact info for
reminders, anything that will save you time, money, and energy atthe event.

Other Links, Tips and Tricks

* Agreatguide written by @PCMag was recently released, and provides a whole host of useful
information. Iteven hasan Android app! Read it here:
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2414290,00.asp

* Anotherblogfromindustry research firm CCS Insight about the new venue which you may find
useful: http://www.ccsinsight.com/blog/trading-places-in-barcelona

* There are many ‘unofficial guides’ to Barcelona City, the MWC13 parties and side events, and more
- here’safew provided by our network:

O M-ocean guide to Barcelona: http://www.moceanmobile.com/mobileworldcongress/mwc-
guide

O MobPartnerparties list: http://blog. mobpartner.com/2013/01/09/mwc13-events-parties/

O Mtrends networkingeventslist: http://www.m-trends.org/2013/01/mobile-world-
congress-2013-networking-events-parties.html

O SeetheBarcelonasites: http://www.barcelonagomobile.com/en/sites
0 Cultural agendaandvisual history apps from the City Hall

http://barcelonacultura.bcn.cat/en/we-inform/new-mobile-applications-smartphones

BE PREPARED, AWARE, AND HAVE FUN!

*Disclaimer, GSMA is not responsible for the content of external websites

Learn more at www.mobileworldcongress.com


http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2414290,00.asp
http://www.ccsinsight.com/blog/trading-places-in-barcelona
http://www.moceanmobile.com/mobileworldcongress/mwc-guide
http://www.moceanmobile.com/mobileworldcongress/mwc-guide
http://blog.mobpartner.com/2013/01/09/mwc13-events-parties/
http://www.m-trends.org/2013/01/mobile-world-congress-2013-networking-events-parties.html
http://www.m-trends.org/2013/01/mobile-world-congress-2013-networking-events-parties.html
http://www.barcelonagomobile.com/en/sites
http://barcelonacultura.bcn.cat/en/we-inform/new-mobile-applications-smartphones

